Acts’ Bookmarks From the Fall of Israel to the Heathen
The Unsearchable Riches of Christ Hid in God

POST-RESURRECTION OFFER TO THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL
Along with receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost as promised by John the Baptist, Israel’s sins would be
blotted out at the return of the Lord IF Israel would REPENT & be CONVERTED.

Acts 2:38 (KJB) Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Acts 3:19-20 (KJB) Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; 2° And he shall send Jesus Christ,
which before was preached unto you:

JERUSALEM COUNCIL'S REJECTION OF KINGDOM OFFER AT THE STONING OF STEPHEN

Stephen brought forth by the people, elders, & scribes before the council & high priest to defend false
witness (Acts 6:9-15).

Acts 7:51 (KJB) Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

Acts 7:54-56 (KJB) When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on
him with their teeth. 33 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, >® And said, Behold, | see the
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.

APOSTOLIC BAPTISMAL AUTHORITY IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST DISTINGUISHED
When the apostles heard that Samaria had received the word of God, Peter & John were sent to lay
hands on them to receive the Holy Ghost. This brings into question who has the authority to baptize
w/water & under what authority? Samaritans were ‘only’ baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 8:12 (KJB) But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God,
and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 8:14-17 (KJB) Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: > Who, when they were come down, prayed
for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 6 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them:

only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 7 Then laid they their hands on them, and
they received the Holy Ghost.




THE LONGSUFFERING OF GOD

With the fall of Israel & setting aside the wrath to come & delay in the return of the Lord, Jesus
interrupts Saul’s persecution of the church of God and gives Paul a different directive.

Acts 26:15-18 (KJB) And | said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest.
16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for | have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a

minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which |

will appear unto thee; 17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now |

send thee, 8 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of

Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are

sanctified by faith that is in me.

The Scriptures foreseen Paul’s destined group of Gentiles; the heathen.

What the Scriptures Foreseen
Gal 3:8-9 (KJB) And the scripture,
foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before
the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee
shall all nations be blessed. ? So then they
which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham.
Door ‘of faith’ opened in Acts 13-14:26-27
See Rom 10:6-8; 16: 25-26;

Paul’s Divined Destiny
Gal 1:16 (KJB) To reveal his Son in me, that | might
preach him among the heathen; immediately |
conferred not with flesh and blood:

Gal 2:9 (KJB) And when James, Cephas, and John,
who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that
was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas
the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto
the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

Paul was the first as a pattern to those who should believe hereafter. Paul’s pattern isn’t in how he was

saved, but in instructions given since his salvation... “For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus, who

is my beloved son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be

in Christ, as | teach every where in every church.” 1Cor 4:17 (KJB)

In Me First Jesus Christ

Might Shew Forth All Longsuffering
1Tim 1:12-16 (KJB) And | thank Christ Jesus
our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he
counted me faithful, putting me into the
ministry; ¥ Who was before a blasphemer,
and a persecutor, and injurious: but |
obtained mercy, because | did it ignorantly
in unbelief. 1* And the grace of our Lord was

exceeding abundant with faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus. 1° This is a faithful
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that

Account That the Longsuffering
of Our Lord js Salvation

2Pet 3:9-15 (KIB) The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance. % But
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat,
the earth also and the works that are therein shall be
burned up. 1! Seeing then that all these things shall
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be




Christ Jesus came into the world to save in all holy conversation and godliness, 2 Looking for

sinners; of whom | am chief. ¢ Howbeit for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God,

this cause | obtained mercy, that in me first wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved,
Jesus Christ might shew forth all and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 13
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for
should hereafter believe on him to life new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
everlasting. righteousness. 1* Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye

look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found
of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. > And
account that the longsuffering of our Lord is
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also
according to the wisdom given unto him hath written
unto you;

PAUL'S TESTIMONY, CONDUCT & DEFENSE OF ACTIONS WHEN AMONG BELIEVING JEWS

During Paul’s transitioning from the Jew to the heathen, it’s essential to understand Paul’s conduct
before each audience. After being blinded, why wasn’t Paul brought before the Apostles; why Ananias?

1Cor 9:19-21 (KJB) For though | be free from all men, yet have | made myself servant unto all, that |
might gain the more. 2° And unto the Jews | became as a Jew, that | might gain the Jews; to them that are
under the law, as under the law, that | might gain them that are under the law; 2! To them that are
without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that | might gain
them that are without law. 1Cor 10:32 (KJB) Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles,
nor to the church of God: 1Cor 4:15-17 (KJB) For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet
have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the gospel. 1 Wherefore |

beseech you, be ye followers of me. 7 For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved

son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as |

teach every where in every church.

Paul’s Testimony
Saul Receives Sight & is Baptized by Ananias a Devout Man According to the Law

Acts 9:1-20 (KJB) And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if
he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem. 3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about
him a light from heaven: # And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? > And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, | am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. ® And he trembling and astonished said,
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it
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shall be told thee what thou must do. 7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless,

hearing a voice, but seeing no man. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were
opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. ° And he was
three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 1 And there was a certain disciple at

Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, | am

here, Lord. 1! And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and
inquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, > And hath seen
in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his
sight. 13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath
done to thy saints at Jerusalem: ¥* And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that
call on thy name. > But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to

bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 1€ For | will shew him how

great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 7 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the
house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto
thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with

the Holy Ghost. 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received

sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. ** And when he had received meat, he was

strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 2° And
straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

Acts 22:10-21 (KJB) And | said, What shall | do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into
Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do. ! And
when | could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that were with me, |
came into Damascus. 2 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of

all the Jews which dwelt there, 3 Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive
thy sight. And the same hour | looked up upon him. * And he said, The God of our fathers hath

chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice

of his mouth. 13 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard. 16 And

now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the

Lord. Y7 And it came to pass, that, when | was come again to Jerusalem, even while | prayed in the
temple, | was in a trance; ® And saw him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of
Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me. *? And I said, Lord, they know that |
imprisoned and beat in every synagogue them that believed on thee: 2° And when the blood of thy
martyr Stephen was shed, | also was standing by, and consenting unto his death, and kept the
raiment of them that slew him. 2! And he said unto me, Depart: for | will send thee far hence unto
the Gentiles.




Paul’s Conduct Brought Before James & the Elders at Jerusalem

Acts 21:17-29 (KJB) And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly. *® And

the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present. *°* And when he
had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his
ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord, and said unto him, Thou seest, brother,

how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; and they are all zealous of the law: 2! And they

are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses,

saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the customs. 22 What is it

therefore? the multitude must needs come together: for they will hear that thou art come. 22 Do

therefore this that we say to thee: We have four men which have a vow on them; 2* Them take, and
purify thyself with them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may
know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning thee, are nothing; but that thou
thyself also walkest orderly, and keepest the law. 2° As touching the Gentiles which believe, we have
written and concluded that they observe no such thing, save only that they keep themselves from
things offered to idols, and from blood, and from strangled, and from fornication. 26 Then Paul took

the men, and the next day purifying himself with them entered into the temple, to signify the
accomplishment of the days of purification, until that an offering should be offered for every one of
them. 27 And when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews which were of Asia, when they saw

him in the temple, stirred up all the people, and laid hands on him, 28 Crying out, Men of Israel, help:
This is the man, that teacheth all men every where against the people, and the law, and this place:
and further brought Greeks also into the temple, and hath polluted this holy place. ° (For they had
seen before with him in the city Trophimus an Ephesian, whom they supposed that Paul had brought

into the temple.)

Overlooked is that on top of anticipating the return of Israel’s Messiah was the establishment of the New
Covenant to be made with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah (Heb 8:7-13)... “In that he
saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to
vanish away.” Heb 8:13 (KJB)

James, elders & the brethren at Jerusalem were not out of the will of God in maintaining the customs of
Moses!

Paul’s Defense

Acts 22:1-9 (KJB) Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which | make now unto you. % (And

when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he
saith,) 3 1 am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at
the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was
zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. 4 And | persecuted this way unto the death, binding and



delivering into prisons both men and women. > As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all
the estate of the elders: from whom also | received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus,
to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished. ¢ And it came to pass,
that, as | made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone
from heaven a great light round about me. 7 And | fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto
me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 8 And | answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto
me, | am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou persecutest.  And they that were with me saw indeed the
light, and were afraid; but they heard not the voice of him that spake to me. Acts 23:1 (KJB) And
Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, | have lived in all good conscience
before God until this day.

APOSTOLIC BAPTISMAL AUTHORITY DISTINGUISHED AGAIN IN ACTS’S 10

The Holy Ghost falls upon a God-fearing household of Gentiles BEFORE being baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus... “And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter,

because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. %6 For they heard them

speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, 4’ Can any man forbid water, that these

should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 8 And he commanded them
to be baptized in the name of the Lord...” Acts 10:45-48 (KJB)

DOOR OF FAITH OPENED TO GOD-FEARING GENTILES

Acts 13 starts off with a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus, being blinded, not seeing the
sun for a season after withstanding Sergius Paulus, a prudent Gentile in hearing the word of God. This
represents Israel’s blindness in part till the fullness of the Gentiles come in (Rom 11:25).

Paul’s pathway to the heathen begins within & around the synagogues ministering to the pious Jew &
God-fearing Gentiles.

Acts 13:14-16 (KJB) But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into
the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. 1> And after the reading of the law and the prophets

the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of

exhortation for the people, say on. ¢ Then Paul stood up, and beckoning with his hand said, Men of

Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience.

Acts 13:38-52 (KJB) Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 3° And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. 4° Beware therefore, lest that come upon you, which
is spoken of in the prophets; 4! Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for | work a work in your
days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you. #2 And when the Jews
were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the




next sabbath. 4> Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes
followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. 44
And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God. 4> But when the
Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken

by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. ¢ Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was
necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and

judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 4’ For so hath the Lord

commanded us, saying, | have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation
unto the ends of the earth. 8 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word
of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 4° And the word of the Lord was
published throughout all the region. 3° But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and
the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of
their coasts. 51 But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. 32 And the

disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

Acts 14:1-4 (KJB) And it came to pass in lconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of

the Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. % But
the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected against the brethren. 3
Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his

grace, and granted signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 4 But the multitude of the city was
divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles.

Acts 17:1-5 (KJB) Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them,

and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 3 Opening and alleging, that Christ

must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom | preach unto you, is
Christ. * And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a
great multitude, and of the chief women not a few. > But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy,

took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set all the city on an
uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.

Acts 17:10-13 (KJB) And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who
coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 1! These were more noble than those in

Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily,

whether those things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which

were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 13 But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the word

of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the people.



FIRST HEATHEN CONVERTS

At Athens, a third group of people is introduced; the heathen in the market place. Unlike with the pious
Jew & devout Gentile, Paul doesn’t argue from the perspective of Israel’s law & history!

Acts 17:14-34 (KJB) And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea:
but Silas and Timotheus abode there still. > And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens:
and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they
departed. 1® Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the

city wholly given to idolatry. ¥ Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the

devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. *® Then certain philosophers
of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say?

other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus,
and the resurrection. *® And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know
what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? 2% For thou bringest certain strange things to our
ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. 2! (For all the Athenians and strangers which
were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) 22 Then
Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | perceive that in all things ye are
too superstitious. 23 For as | passed by, and beheld your devotions, | found an altar with this
inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare | unto you.
24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 2> Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26 And hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 2” That they should seek the Lord, if haply they
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 28 For in him we live,
and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his
offspring. 2° Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 3% And the times of this ighorance
God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 3! Because he hath appointed a
day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 32 And when
they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of
this matter. 3% So Paul departed from among them. 34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and

believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and
others with them.




THE JEW CONTINUES TO BLASPHEME & RESIST PAUL
Paul at Corinth

Acts 18:1-6 (KJB) After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth; 2 And found a
certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that
Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them. 3 And because he
was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were
tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the
Greeks. ° And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit,
and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. ® And when they opposed themselves, and
blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; | am
clean: from henceforth | will go unto the Gentiles.

A worshipper of God, a chief ruler of the synagogue & many Corinthians believed & baptized.

Acts 18:7-17 (KJB) And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus,
one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue.  And Crispus, the chief ruler
of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing
believed, and were baptized. ° Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but
speak, and hold not thy peace: 1° For | am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for |
have much people in this city. 1* And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them. 2 And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews made insurrection with one
accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat, 2 Saying, This fellow persuadeth men to
worship God contrary to the law. ** And when Paul was now about to open his mouth, Gallio said

unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye Jews, reason would that | should
bear with you: > But if it be a question of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for | will be
no judge of such matters. 1® And he drave them from the judgment seat. 7 Then all the Greeks took
Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. And Gallio cared
for none of those things.

PAUL CONTINUES TO REASON W/JEWS IN THE SYNAGOGUE AT EPHESUS

Acts 18:18-20 (KJB) And Paul after this tarried there yet a good while, and then took his leave of the
brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila; having shorn his head in
Cenchrea: for he had a vow. 1° And he came to Ephesus, and left them there: but he himself entered
into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews. 2° When they desired him to tarry longer time with
them, he consented not;




Acts 18:21-23 (KJB) But bade them farewell, saying, | must by all means keep this feast that cometh
in Jerusalem: but | will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus. 22 And when he
had landed at Caesarea, and gone up, and *saluted the church, **he went down to Antioch. 2* And
after he had spent some time there, he departed, and went over all the country of Galatia and
Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.

*Paul’s 4" recorded trip to Jerusalem. Is this what’s recorded in Gal 2:1-10 when James, Cephas, & John
parts ways with Paul; not Acts 15? They unto the circumcision. Paul & Barnabus to the heathen. **Is it
then reasonable to believe that this is when Paul rebuked Peter as recorded in Gal 2:11-217

AN ELOQUENT DISCIPLE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST HELPS THOSE WHO BELIEVED THROUGH GRACE

Acts 18:24-28 (KJB) And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloguent man, and
mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. 2> This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and
being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the
baptism of John. 26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla
had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly. 7
And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive
him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace: 22 For he
mightily convinced the Jews, and that publickly, shewing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

APOSTOLIC BAPTISMAL AUTHORITY DISTINGUISHED AGAIN IN ACTS’S 19

Acts 19:1-7 Paul lays hands on certain disciples of John the Baptist... “And when Paul had laid his hands
upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 7 And all the
men were about twelve.” Acts 19:6-7 (KJB)

PAUL'S LAST RECORDED MINISTRY WITHIN A SYNAGOGUE

Acts 19:8-9 (KJB) And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months,
disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God.

PAUL'S MINISTRY TO HEATHEN OUTSIDE OF THE SYNAGOGUE

Unlike confession & the fruits of repentance that were demanded of Israel before salvation, confession &
fruits of repentance followed those that believed Paul’s gospel.

Acts 19:9-20 (KJB) But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way
before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the
school of one Tyrannus. 1° And this continued by the space of two years; so that all they which dwelt

in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks. ! And God wrought special miracles
by the hands of Paul: 12 So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons,
and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 3 Then certain of the
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vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them which had evil spirits the name of the
Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. ¥4 And there were seven sons of
one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 1> And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus
| know, and Paul | know; but who are ye? ¢ And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them,
and overcame them, and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded. 7 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus; and fear fell
on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. ¥ And many that believed came, and
confessed, and shewed their deeds. ° Many of them also which used curious arts brought their
books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it
fifty thousand pieces of silver. 2° So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

PAUL'S EPHESIANS’ EPISTLE FITS PAUL'S ADDRESS TO THE EHPESIANS’ ELDERS

Paul’s role in dispensing grace to the Gentiles, along with how these heathen fits into the household of
God, are major themes in Paul’s epistle written to converted non-covenanted Gentiles.

Acts 20:17-32 (KJB) And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church. *® And
when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that | came into Asia,
after what manner | have been with you at all seasons, % Serving the Lord with all humility of mind,
and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 2° And how |
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publickly,
and from house to house, 2! Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, | go bound in the spirit unto
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there: 22 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth
in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 2* But none of these things move me,
neither count | my life dear unto myself, so that | might finish my course with joy, and the ministry,
which | have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 2° And now, behold,

| know that ye all, among whom | have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no
more. 26 Wherefore | take you to record this day, that | am pure from the blood of all men. %’ For |
have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves,
and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. ?° For | know this, that after my departing shall

grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 3° Also of your own selves shall men arise,
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 3! Therefore watch, and remember, that
by the space of three years | ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. 32 And now,
brethren, | commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to
give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified.
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From There to Here

A major theme of Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians is how the Gentile/heathen got from there to here;
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world, to now fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God.

Eph 2:11-22 (KJB) Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are

called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at
that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: '3 But now in Christ Jesus

ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; > Having abolished

in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in

himself of twain one new man, so making peace; ¢ And that he might reconcile both unto God in

one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 7 And came and preached peace to you

which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one

Spirit unto the Father. 1 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens
with the saints, and of the household of God; 2° And are built upon the foundation of the apostles

and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 2! In whom all the building fitly

framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

The Mystery of His Will an Inheritance of an Heavenly Hope

Paul’s prayer was that these converted Gentiles would be enlightened regarding the mystery of God'’s
foreordained will in Christ regarding an heavenly hope... “The eyes of your understanding being

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his

inheritance in the saints”. Paul reveals the fullness of Christ’s body that filleth the all in all.

Eph 1:3-23 (KJB) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5 Having

predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will, ® To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the
beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace; @ Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; ° Having
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself: 1° That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 1* In whom also we
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have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will: 2 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first

trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your

salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14

Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the

praise of his glory. > Wherefore | also, after | heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all

the saints, 16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; *’ That the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in

the knowledge of him: 18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened: that ye may know what

is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 1 And what

is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his
mighty power, 22 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his

own right hand in the heavenly places, 2! Far above all principality, and power, and might, and

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: %2
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 23
Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Eph 2:4-6 (KJB) But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) ® And hath

raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:

Mystery of the Unsearchable Riches of Christ Hid in God

Unlike the mystery of Paul’s gospel, which was hid in the scriptures (Acts 17:1-3; Rom 16:25-26; 1Cor
1:22-24; 2:7-8; 15:), that Gentile heathen should be fellowheirs of the same body via Paul’s gospel wasn’t
revealed in prophecy (unsearchable), but hid in God.

Eph 3:1-11 (KJB) For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles, ? If ye have heard

of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: 3 How that by revelation he

made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words,  Whereby, when ye read, ye may

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) > Which in other ages was not made known unto

the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; ® That the
Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the

gospel: 7 Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by

the effectual working of his power. 8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace

given, that | should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; ® And to make all

men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid

in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 1 To the intent that now unto the principalities and
powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 1! According
to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:
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Col 1:25-27 (KJB) Whereof | am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given
to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27 To whom God would make known what is the

riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

Col 2:1-3 (KJB) For | would that ye knew what great conflict | have for you, and for them at Laodicea,
and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 2 That their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the

acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3 In whom are hid all the

treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Qualifications of Holding an Office in a Church

Eph 6:18-19 (KJB) Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 2° And for me, that utterance may be

given unto me, that | may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,

1Tim 3:8-10 (KJB) Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine,
not greedy of filthy lucre; ° Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 1° And let these
also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless.

Ignorance of Paul’s gospel & unique ministry to the Gentiles, that was unsearchable in prophecy & hid in
God, has been the greatest drawback in rightly dividing the word of truth.
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