
blindness in part to Israel 
  

  
Romans 11:11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 

but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them 
to jealousy… Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant 
of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 

happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
  

• Have they stumbled that they should fall? 
• For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery 

• lest ye should be wise in your own conceits 
• that blindness in part is happened to Israel 

  

Steps to Blindness 
 

Stoning of Stephen 
  

Evidence of steps leading to blindness, in part to Israel, begins at the stoning of Stephen, 
being witnessed by Saul of Tarsus. 

  
Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist 

the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Acts 7:60 And he kneeled down, and 
cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said 

this, he fell asleep. Acts 8:1 And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that 
time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and 

they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, 
except the apostles. 

  

• Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears 
• ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye 

• And Saul was consenting unto his death 
  

Having been accused of rejecting the ministry of John the Baptist (Lk 7:30-35) and then 
blamed for the crucifixion of Christ (Acts 2:36), Israel is now being witnessed in resisting 

the Holy Ghost. 
  

Beginning of the Longsuffering of God 
  

With the conversion of Saul, began the longsuffering of God that extended a salvation 
invitation to Gentiles, in avoiding the impending wrath of God, that was to come. 

  
1 Timothy 1:15-16 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief. 16 Howbeit for this cause 



I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a 
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 

  
• that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief 

• Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy 
• that in me first 

• Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering 
• for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life 

everlasting 
  

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering 
in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true 

God; 10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. 

  
• they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and 

how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God 
• And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead 
• even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come 

  
In context, the wrath spoken of here would have been that which John the Baptist warned 

of… “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said 
unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 

come?” Matthew 3:7 
  

The Revolving Door from Israel to the Nations 
  

Opening of the Door 'Of Faith' 
  
The opening of one door led to the closing of another door. 

  
Acts 13:1-3 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and 

teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they 

ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and 

prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 
  

• As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them 

• And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent 

them away 
  

Acts 13:5-12 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the 
synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister. 6 And when they 



had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus: 7 Which was with the deputy of the 

country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and 
desired to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by 

interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith. 9 
Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him, 

10 And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy 
of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord? 11 

And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not 
seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a 

darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the 
deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of 

the Lord. 
  

• they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews 
• they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-

jesus 
• Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; 

who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God 

• But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, 
seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith 

• Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes 
on him 

• And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways 

of the Lord? 
• And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be 

blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on 
him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead 

him by the hand 
• Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished 

at the doctrine of the Lord 
  

Acts 14:26-28 And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been 

recommended to the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled. 27 And when 
they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God 

had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. 28 
And there they abode long time with the disciples. 

  
• And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence they had been recommended to 

the grace of God for the work which they fulfilled 
• And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they 

rehearsed all that God had done with them 
• and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles 

  



The opening of one door led to the closing of another! As the door ‘of faith’ is being 
opened up to the Gentiles in Acts 13, an immediate event is recorded clearly indicating 

what direction God is going to take Paul’s gospel ‘of faith’. 
  

Not Seeing the Sun for a Season 
  

A certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus, sought to turn 
away the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man, from the faith who 

desired to hear the word of God. Not only did this Gentile end up believing, but what must 
also be noted is that this pattern, of the first Gentiles being saved during this mid-Acts 

period, have all been hanging in and around the synagogues! Saul’s name now changes to 
Paul, as well as being reflected in the name of this first Gentile convert recorded under his 

ministry. 
  

The major point to be made here, in Paul’s encounter with this false prophet, is that of 
staying within the context of Israel being blinded for a season, in being a mystery … “And 

now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the hand. 

  
Romans 11:25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 

mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 

  
• For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery 

• lest ye should be wise in your own conceits 
• that blindness in part is happened to Israel 

• until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in 
 

The door of priority slowly beings to change as we witness it closing in the last chapter of 
Acts. 

  
Acts 13:46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the 
word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, 

and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 
  

• It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to 
you 

• but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life 

• lo, we turn to the Gentiles 
  

Acts 28:16-31 And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners 
to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier 

that kept him. 17 And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of 
the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and 



brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our 
fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 

18 Who, when they had examined me, would have let me go, because there was no 
cause of death in me. 19 But when the Jews spake against it, I was constrained to 

appeal unto Caesar; not that I had ought to accuse my nation of. 20 For this cause 
therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with you: because that for 

the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain. 21 And they said unto him, We neither 
received letters out of Judaea concerning thee, neither any of the brethren that 

came shewed or spake any harm of thee. 22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou 
thinkest: for as concerning this sect, we know that every where it is spoken against. 

23 And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his 
lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them 

concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from 
morning till evening. 24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some 

believed not. 25 And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after 
that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet 

unto our fathers, 26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of 
this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have 

they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 28 Be 

it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and 
that they will hear it. 29 And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and 

had great reasoning among themselves. 30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his 
own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 31 Preaching the kingdom 

of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all 
confidence, no man forbidding him. 

  
• And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews 

together 
• he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing 

against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner 
from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans 

• For this cause therefore have I called for you, to see you, and to speak with 

you: because that for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain 
• But we desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as concerning this sect, 

we know that every where it is spoken against 
• there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified 

the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of 
Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening 

• And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not 
• And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that 

Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet 
unto our fathers, Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, 

and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the 
heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and 



their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and 

I should heal them. 
• Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the 

Gentiles, and that they will hear it 
• And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, and had great 

reasoning among themselves 
  

In Acts 28, the door of priority, to the Jew first, had been officially closed as the mystery 
of Israel’s blindness, in part, is now fully in place until the fulness of the Gentiles be come 

in. 
 


