
Inside – Out or Outside – In 

Two Approaches to Studying the Scriptures 

Two examples demonstrating importance of context in rightly dividing the scriptures in Bible study. 

Justification 

Gal 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 

Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith 

of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be 

justified. 

Inside – Out 

An Inside – Out approach to studying Gal 2:16 is extracting… “for by the works of the law shall no 

flesh be justified” being applied to everyone, including under law, while ignoring the context of Paul 

contrasting a ‘faith to come’, from the ‘faith’ that was’. 

Outside – In 

An Outside – In approach shows Paul making contrast of what ‘is’ & ‘shall’ (present tense), from the 

past, emphasizing the ‘faith to come’ from the ‘faith’ that was’. 

Gal 3:22-23 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 

Christ might be given to them that believe. 23 But before faith came, we were kept under the 

law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 

Rom 3:29-30 Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 

also: 30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision 

through faith. 

Paul uses the phrases ‘of faith’, ‘through faith’ & ‘by faith’ in contrasting justification & imputed 

righteousness from that which was under the law. Paul DROPS ‘his’ when quoting Hab 2:4! 

Hab 2:4 Behold, his soul which is lifted up is 
not upright in him: but the just shall live by 
his faith. 
 
2Chron 6:23 Then hear thou from heaven, 
and do, and judge thy servants, by requiting 
the wicked, by recompensing his way upon 
his own head; and by justifying the 
righteous, by giving him according to his 
righteousness. 

Gal 3:11 But that no man is justified by the 
law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The 
just shall live by faith. 
 
Rom 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is 
written, The just shall live by faith. 
 
Gal 2:18“…we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ…” 

  



Baptism w/Water 

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 1:4 John did baptize in the 

wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 

Inside – Out 

An Inside – Out approach to studying baptism w/water is focus moving forward on from John being 

the first Baptist, while ignoring the Law regarding repentance, remission of sins & the first 

implementations of the element of water. Why was John baptizing w/water; still under law! 

Outside – In 

An Outside – In approach to studying the first mentions of water leads to Moses and the Covenant 

established between the LORD & Israel. Specific instructions were given Moses in the sanctifying of 

the People. 

Ex 19:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto the people, and sanctify them to day and to 

morrow, and let them wash their clothes, 

Ex 19:14 And Moses went down from the mount unto the people, and sanctified the people; and 

they washed their clothes. 

Moses the First Baptist 

John 1:19-25 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not 

the Christ. 21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 

prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an 

answer to them that sent us. What sayest thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying 

in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 24 And they which 

were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou 

then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 

…Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 

When John the Baptist came upon the scene, the pious Jew was expecting someone to come 

baptizing w/water! Jesus is identified as being that prophet… “This is that Moses, which said unto the 

children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto 

me; him shall ye hear.” Acts 7:37 

John 4:1-2 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 

baptized more disciples than John, 2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 

As with Moses, neither personally baptized w/water, but was given the credit! 

 


